Presidents Report – William Wikkerink

2010 was another great year for the B.C. Holstein Branch. It was filled with many activities and events that were enjoyed by many! A special thanks to all the directors and extra committee members who helped make these events such a success.
We started the year off with our annual spring show. This year held again in Abbottsford in the beginning of March. This year we have seen our show animal numbers go up substantially including exhibitors from across the prairies and Washington. Thanks to Kevin and his committee for all their hard work as this is our largest event of the year. We look forward to the 2011 spring show.  Thanks also to Tom Degroot for organizing a great sale which added to the event!
This year our Branch picnic was held at the Tamis's farm. It was a great summer day where fellow breeders could share a day of socializing and fun together! Thanks to the Tamis family for opening up their farm to us. Also thanks to Westgen for helping with the day as well.
This year I was able to attend almost every major show in the province. It was great to see the sportsmanship and respect amongst breeders as they competed for top prize. It was great to see B.C.  cattle do well outside of the province as well, especially at Madison and the Royal Winter Fair.
This year, B.C. again received a new Master Breeder. Congratulations to the Frueh family for receiving Holstein Canada’s highest award! 
I would like to give a special thanks to Richard Bosma as our National Director, for all his time and dedication, as he represents B.C Holsteins on the National level. It requires a lot of time away from his own farm and family. Thanks Richard you’re doing a great job! 
I would also like to thank Martin Hamming for all the years he has been a director and Past President. Martin you will be missed. Thanks for all your time and efforts!  
We, as the Branch, would like to welcome our newest director Jill Vanderwal. It’s great to see young breeders showing interest in the Branch.
Last, but surely not least, I would like to thank our secretary, Joan, for her expertise and for keeping us all in line! A lot of things wouldn’t get done without Joan. Thank-you very much!
And as the holiday seasons approaches I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas spent with family and friends!
Thanks William Wikkerink 

2010 Show Committee Report – Kevin Antonsen

The 2010 BC Holstein Spring Show held at the Abbotsford Fairgrounds, was a huge success this year with a large turnout of both spectators and animals entered.   Exhibitors from BC, the prairies and Washington State, had Judge Brian Garrison of Tiffin, Ohio placing 61 heifers and 68 cows for a total of 129 animals. 

The Junior Champion was the summer yearling Crestomere Dundee Dee, shown by Westforest Holsteins of Saskatchewan, with the Reserve Junior title going to Cedarwal Laurin Tinkerbell, also from the summer yearling class exhibited by Cedarwal Farms of Abbotsford.  Judge Garrison gave the first place mature cow Helmcrest Champion Tabby shown by Westforest Holsteins, the title of Grand Champion for the day, with Reserve Champion going to Eppdale Dundee Bodee, exhibited by T&L Cattle Ltd of Chilliwack.  Points tallied for the day gave Stanhope-Wedgewood of Vancouver Island the Premier Breeder award, and Westforest Holsteins of Saskatchewan the title of Premier Exhibitor.

Thanks go to the 25 agribusiness sponsors who made this event happen.  Your products and money donations are greatly appreciated!

My own personal thank you as well goes to my committee members for 2010.  Jeff Kooyman, Harry Bailey, Richard Bosma, Amanda Barclay, Kristin Dahl, Lynda DeValera, and Ken Schwarzle were all instrumental in helping me put this show together.  I look forward to working with you again in the future!
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Public Relations Committee Report - Ken Schwaerzle

 

The PR Committee consisted of Lyle Mammel, Duane Wisselink and Gary Brink.

 

The Okanagan Club hosted the 2009 BC Holstein Branch Annual Meeting, everyone had a great time trying to be the "Gambler ".

 

Back in Abbotsford again, we had a very successful Spring Show in conjunction with the Gold Medal Edition Sale hosted by T & L Cattle.  We were all honoured to have Ben and Coby Westenenk(Benco Holsteins) as the show dedication recipients.

 

Our BC Holstein Princess for 2010 was Natalie Cuthbert.  Thanks Natalie for a great job, and we would all love to have you on our golf 4 some.

 

Our BC Branch Holstein Picnic was hosted by John & Linda Tamis and family (Lindrian Farms) on July 6th.  There was a great turn out , on a wonderful day and excellent Holstein discussions.

 

Our Annual Golf Tournment  on August 10th was once again at Cultus Lake Golf Course. It was a great success (Thanks Lyle).  “Thanks” to the many agribusinesses for their sponsorship.

 

The Branch is grateful for and remembers the contributions of those members who passed on this year and offers condolences to their families.

 

The Annual Meeting for 2010 will be "new", as a,"first time" held in conjunction with the BC Milk Board and the BC Milk Producers in Vancouver on December 1st, 2010.

 

If you have any events or ideas that you would like the PR Committee to pursue please let me know.

 

Wishing all of you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Judging Committee Report – Ridley Wikkerink

The Tier 1 judging school was held March 2, 2010 in Abbotsford with the Lower Club Hosting.   The top judges for the day were 1st – Dave Taylor and tied for second – Dave Hamming and William Wikkerink.  The official panel for the day were DR Van Draager, Richard Vanderwal and Ridley Wikkerink.
Congratulations to all of the participants and thank-you to our official panel.

As always, we encourage all clubs to promote their judging days and to submit the results to the Branch so that participants may be considered for the Tier 1 level.

Next year the national judging school will be held in Ontario again in the summer.

Thank-you to my committee members Brian Hamming and Karen Rendle.
Promotions Committee - Martin Hamming
 The 2010 promotions Committee operated in a bit of a vacuum this year, but we do still have the online home of BC Branch, www.bcholsteins.com. It contains links to BC Breeders website and pertinent information for our members. 
The BC Holsteins Directories were again purchased this year, 400 of them. 200 directories were sent to the Royal for distribution through the Holstein Canada Booth. The remainder have been routinely provided to International visitors that tour BC herds with Westgen or handed to visitors touring farms in the six different clubs areas. 
We again have worked with Holstein Canada field Rep Stephanie Gregson to visit herds around the province that are not using Holstein Canada services to promote the value of breed improvement services to them. We have go to persons setup to help Stephanie in the 3 areas of the province:  Brian Hamming in the Okanagan, Kristin Dahl in the Fraser Valley and Darryl Woof on Vancouver Island. These people are familiar in their areas and have helped Stephanie a lot.
We thank Gary and Karen Booy for again doing a great job publishing the directories and the BC Holsteins news. These continue to be a great venue for communicating with our membership and promoting BC Holsteins to its International readership. 
Again thank you Gary and Karen.
Committee members this year Duanne Wisselink, Kevin Antonsen, Brian Hamming, Kristin Dahl and Martin Hamming - Chair.
Finance Committee Report – Darryl Woof

Enclosed please find the financial records for the past fiscal year to the membership along with the proposed budget for the next year.

Thanks to Joan for her help in keeping the books in order.

Respectfully submitted,

Darryl Woof

