Presidents Report – Martin Hamming
Looking back over the year a lot of us were very busy hosting the 2009 National Holstein Convention.  This event went very well thanks to all the committee members that worked very hard, well beyond the call of duty.   Our sponsors were incredible, everyone that pledged came through, our books balanced and all six clubs will be reimbursed their $500.00.  All the tours and dinner cruises went very well too.   Our sale committee put together a sale that was fantastic; our show committee organized a show that was second to none.   Then there was the wrapup banquet Saturday night that left other provinces wondering how they were going to follow that act.  Needless to say our convention was a huge success.  A big thank you to Chairman John Blair, Registration committee lead by Judy Bosma, Convention Co-ordinator Joan Wikkerink and to all the others who made it possible, we could not have done it without each and everyone of you. 

We had our summer picnic at DR Vandraagers. It was a bit of a cool day but there was a good turnout. Our golf tournament was also well attended in August.   

William and I went to Brantford in January for the Presidents meeting and I went in June for the industry form meetings.
 

Stephanie Gregson from Holstein Canada spent a week here in July doing field service work. It seems she did a good job and we look forward to some feed back. 

I think our board did a great job this year. I sure enjoyed working with them. A special “thank you” to Joan, who certainly made my job a lot easier.  Thank you for keeping us on track.  Also, “thank you” to our retiring board members:  Brad May of Okanagan,  Rudy Russenberger & Kristin Dahl from the Valley.   All three of you were a huge asset to the board and will surely be missed, consolation is to know you will remain active in your clubs.   On another note, welcome to our new directors:  Gary Brink, Duane Wisselink, and Brian Hamming.  We look forward to working with you.  This year we had 5 board meetings, one was a conference call and plenty of meetings early in the year concerning the convention. 

All in all I think we had an excellent year. Thank you to all our contributors.
Show Committee – Ridley Wikkerink
A fantastic Canadian Convention Show was held on April 2, 2009 in Abbotsford.

Judge Callum McKinven placed 177 Holsteins from B.C., Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Washington State.

T&L Cattle Ltd., Rosedale BC was Premier Exhibitor runner up was Morsan Farms, Ponoka, Alberta.

The Premier Breeder award was won by Rietveld Dairies Ltd from Alberta with the runner-up being Ron Boerchers from Manitoba.

Premier Sire of the show was Regancrest Dundee-ET.  The greatest mature cow class to be shown in B.C. history provided both the Champion and Reserve Champion cows.  10year old Alholm Rudolph Jingle from Morsan Farms, Ponoka, Alberta was Grand Champion and Reserve was R.F. Cousteau Destiny owned by R&F Livestock Inc. and Chilliwack Cattle Co.

The Intermediate Champions were a pair of Senior 3 year olds: Continental Dundee Lyza owned by Stanhope-Wedgwood of Victoria and Cobble Hill B.C. and Fred Fornwald 4 Sons Farms Ltd Lampman Saskatchewan.

Reserve Intermediate Champion was Lyba Jordan Ellen owned by Stanhope-Wedgwood, Fornwalds and James & Kirsty McAvoy of Mara, B.C.

Junior Champion was Berbie Jasper Mabelle the 1st place Sr Calf for Fornwalds, Benbie Holsteins and Ian Crosbie of Caron, Saskatchewan.

Reserve Junior Champion was Carrousel-I Duchess the 1st Sr Yearling for Morsan Farms and Van Ruinen Dairy Ltd of Lacombe, Alberta.

The Red & White champions was Blossomdairy Icicle Kite for Blossom Dairy Ltd, of Chilliwack B.C. and Reserve was Roemers Rubens Dania owned by Stanhope-Wedgwood and Fornwalds.

The Red & White Junior Champions were Rietben Risky Revive for Rietveld Dairies and Fradol Kite Beverly owned by Downyork Holsteins of Tisdale Saskatchewan.

The Show emcee was Ian Paton.  Bruno Giacomazzi was ringman.

Pete Tuytel and Ridley Wikkerink co-chaired the show committee and had huge amounts of help from Lynda DeValera as well as countless others.

Public Relations Committee - Ken Schwaerzle

 

The 2008 BC Holstein Branch Annual Meeting was hosted by the Central Valley Holstein Club.  Never before has there been such a last minute, strong desire from Holstein Breeders to attend the "top notch" banquet and social.  A strong "way to go" goes out to Kristen Dahl and her committee from the Central Club for the excellent evening enjoyed by all.

 

Although there was no 2009 BC Holstein Spring Show dedication, because of the 2009 National Holstein Convention being hosted in BC, the Show Committee co-chaired by Ridley Wikkerink and Peter Tuytel, and the Sale Committee deserve a pat on the back for their strong Holstein Public Relations at the Convention.

 

It has been a very busy summer for the PR Committee.  Our picnic was held in July at Lavender Farms, the Vandraager Family.  It was a great success, with 137 people in attendance, with some visitors coming from Australia.  It was a wonderful setting, and the weather turned nice just for us and everyone had a great time.  The chicken BBQ was fantastic and thanks to Westgen for the potato salad and to Select Sires for desert.  I can’t thank Westgen enough for their help and support of our Annual Branch Picnic. Thanks.  Also thanks to the Vandraagers for their generous hospitality.

 

Then on August 18th we had our BC Holstein Branch Golf tournament at the Cultus Lake Golf Course.  One person worked very hard to get 68 people, and everything went smoothly and all had a great time.  Karen Rendle was the top lady golfer, and Jeff Kooyman was the top male golfer.  Thanks to Lyle for doing the sponsorship awards that day.  Book them next year?  It seems to be a consensous.

 

Once again the Branch sponsored the Interclub competition at the PNE, there were 6 Clubs with 1st place going to Chilliwack and 2nd place to Sumas.  The PNE and WCC are working together to make both shows work more effective next year.  The All BC 4-H Calves will be announced November 5th at the Annual Meeting.

 

I would like to personally thank Brooke Crandlemire, our BC Holstein Princess, she is someone who brings warmth, openness, and strong public relations to everyone in the BC Dairy Industry.  Thanks for a job well done Brooke.

 

The BC Branch is grateful for and remembers the contributions of those members who passed on in 2009, and offer condolences to their families.

 

The North Okanagan Holstein Club will be hosting the BC Holstein Branch 2009 Annual Meeting on November 5th.  I know it will be a fun night, exciting and a wonderful time.  Hope to see you all there.

 

I would like to give a big thank you to my PR Committee for a great job and all their hard work.  Lynda Develara, Lyle Mammel, Kevin Antonsen and Brad May, thanks again.
Judging Report – Ridley Wikkerink
The Tier 1 Judging School was hosted by the North Okanagan Holstein Club in conjunction with their Spring Show in March.   Thank you for hosting.

The top judges for the day were 1st Mark Sprangers, 2nd John Tamis and 3rd Chris DeWitt.

Congratulations to all the participants and thank you to our official panel for the day Dick Carlson, William Wikkerink and Angela Hamming.

We would encourage all clubs to promote their judging days and submit the results of their schools to the Branch so that participants may be considered for the Tier 1.   

We welcome input to this committee.

Thank you to my committee members: Karen Rendle and William Wikkerink

Promotions Committee – Kristin Dahl
The 2009 Promotions Committee has promoted registered BC Holsteins in a variety of ways this year. The online home of the BC Branch, www.bcholsteins.com, was completely redesigned in early 2009 by MHP Web Design, using a new format that allows it to be updated by more than one person. It contains links to BC breeders’ websites and pertinent information for our members. BC Holstein Directories were sent to the Royal for distribution through Holstein Canada’s booth, and are routinely provided to international visitors that tour BC herds with Westgen or on their own. Kevin Antonsen has continued to market the BC Holsteins jackets which can be customized with your farm name. These jackets are still available for anyone involved in the BC dairy industry and are a great tool for promoting BC Holsteins.

We have worked closely with Holstein Canada Field Rep Stephanie Gregson to visit herds around the province that aren’t using Holstein Canada’s services, to promote the value of breed improvement services to them.  Hosting the 2009 National Holstein Convention was an excellent opportunity to showcase BC Holsteins to Canada and the world, and we thank all of the volunteers that made it happen and the breeders that offered their hospitality by welcoming visitors to their farms. Thanks also to the Mandelyn group for the very successful National Sale they organized that featured and promoted many BC bred animals. The BC Holstein News continues to be a great venue for communicating with our membership, and promoting BC Holsteins to its international readership, and we thank Gary and Karen for their dedication to keeping it dynamic and informative.

 Finance Report- Rudy  Russenberger

2009 has been a very active and interesting year for all committees and the finance committee

was no exception.  I would like to give Joan a special “thank you” for all her help during this busy year.
Respectfully submitted

Rudy Russenberger

